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Why are we here today ?

Who are we ?

IWRM has become the “trademark” of GWP worldwide 

Why in Nestos/Mesta ?

Major Challenges, Opportunities



Petersberg Phase II / Athens Declaration Process

What the Project is all about, what the foreseen steps are

What else can be proposed from this meeting.



The Framework



"Petersberg Round Tables on Transboundary Waters," was launched in 1998 and
highlighted water as an opportunity for close regional cooperation from a global 
perspective through a series of Round Tables. 
Phase II focuses on specific challenges, such as furthering transboundary
development and conservation programmes in smaller catchment
basins of Southeastern Europe. 

• International Conference on “Sustainable Development for Lasting 
Peace: Shared Water, Shared Future, Shared Knowledge”, organized in 
May 2003, at Vouliagmeni / Athens, Greece
• “Athens Declaration” concerning Shared Water, Shared Future and 
Shared Knowledge: a long-term process to support cooperative activities 
for IWRM of shared water resources in the SEE and Mediterranean 
regions

Petersberg Phase II

Athens Declaration Process

Jointly supported by the World Bankand theGovernment of Germany

Jointly supported by the Government of Greece World Bankand the

Process

/

GEF IW:LEARN is supporting synergies
GWP-Med

Jointly supported by

technical / administrative support

World Bank



Countries of focus
(WHERE – FOR WHO)
- Albania
- Bosnia & Herzegovina
- Bulgaria
- Croatia
- FYROM
- Montenegro
- Romania
- Serbia

May be included
where relevant
- Greece
- Hungary
- Moldova
- Slovenia
- Turkey



• UNECE 
• UNDP - Regional Bureau for Europe and CIS (RBEC),
Bratislava
• UNESCO-IHP, ISARM, INWEB

Support to the 
Process

• European Union (EU) integration processes and 
Stabilisation and Association process of the European 

Union

• Other ongoing initiatives in the region

Complement

Contributes to the scope and objectives of the 
- Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative (MED 
EUWI)
- GEF Strategic Partnership for the Mediterranean



Крайна цел:

IWRM plans for all Transboundary river basins in 
SEE

Final objective:

Планове за интегрирано управление на
водните ресурси за всички трансгранични

речни басейни в Югоизточна Европа



Petersberg Phase II /  
Athens Declaration Process

• International Roundtables /  
Workshops

• Targeted Small and Medium  
Workshops, Study Tours and  
Site Visits

• Studies
• Activities in support of Education 

for Sustainable Development
• Activities in support of the   

Petersberg- Phase II / 
Athens Declaration Process   
implementation

International Roundtables /  
Workshops

•“Protection and Sustainable Use of 
Transboundary Waters in South-
Eastern Europe”, 
Berlin, Germany 5-7 December 2005

• Integrated Shared Lake Basin 
Management in Southeastern Europe, 
Ohrid, FYR Macedonia, 12-14 
October 2006 

• Principles for Multipurpose 
Management in the Sava River Basin, 
Zagreb, 15 - 17 November 2006

• Integrated Management of Shared 
Groundwater, Brdo, Slovenia 14-16 
November 2007.

• Capacity Building Workshops



The Project



Aims at enhancing the involvement of stakeholders in Bulgaria and Greece in 
the management of the Nestos / Mesta River Basin in an integrated and 
sustainable way under the provisions of EU WFD.

It assists towards the successful implementation of the EU WFD which is a 
must for both countries. 

Intention: to add value to and solidify previous efforts conducted 
with the initiative of the governmental institutions of Greece and Bulgaria. 

Towards establishing a “common vision” and promoting ownership

Project “Enhancement of Integrated Management of the 
Nestos / Mesta River Basin”, financially supported by the 
Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC)

What the present project is all about?



Project Activities:

- Elaboration of an assessment of the managerial actions undertaken in the 
River Basin and the challenges currently faced in the context of the EU WFD 
implementation. 

-Elaboration of a stakeholders’ survey, with an emphasis on public 
participation, covering the entire shared river basin, drawing upon relevant
work already done in Greece and Bulgaria.

-Organization of two local preparatory consultation meetings, one for the 
Bulgarian side and one for the Greek side of the Mesta/Nestos river basin,
with the participation of the main stakeholders, aiming to voice interests 
and extract experiences in preparation of the International Roundtable.

-Organization of an ‘International Roundtable on Stakeholder / Public 
Participation for the Integrated Management of Shared Water Resources’, 
in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Project “Enhancement of Integrated Management of the 
Nestos / Mesta River Basin”, financially supported by the 
Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC)



- share international experience and best practices from within and outside 
the Southeastern Europe region on stakeholder / public participation on 
shared water resources management;

-elaborate on the progress achieved until now on the management of the 
Nestos / Mesta River Basin in each of the two countries and through their 
joint efforts;

- enhance the involvement of the local stakeholders and identify possible 
next steps for their systematic engagement in accordance to the provisions 
of EU WFD towards the successful implementation of the latter;

- eventually may identify next steps for the enhancement of the cooperation 
at local level for the integrated management of Nestos / Mesta River Basin in 
the context of the EU WFD. 

International Roundtable on Stakeholder / Public  Participation for the 
Integrated Management of Shared Water Resources’, 
Sofia, Bulgaria, 15-16 April 2008.



e-mail: secretariat@gwpmed.org

Visit

www.gwpmed.org

www.watersee.net
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